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1. DURING APRIL 29 CONVERSATION WITH USLO OEEICER AHRAR 

KHOJA, SAUDI BOYCOTT DIRECTOR, SAID THAT IF CURRENT EFEORTS 

TO CONVENE ARAB BOYCOTT LEAGUE CONEERENCE ARE UNSUCCESSEUL, 

SAUDI ARABIA WILL BREAK RANKS WITH THE BOYCOTT LEAGUE AND WITT, 

DE-BLACKLIST COCA COLA ON ITS OWN. WHILE THE DIRECTOR APPEARED 

TO BE STATING OFEICIAL DECISION, HIS REMARKS ALSO REFLECTED 

HIS OWN GROWING DOUBTS THAT THE CONFERENCE WOULD EVER BE HELD 
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IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THE PROBLEM, HE SAID, WAS TO FIND A 
PLACE TO HOLD THE CONEERENCE: A COUNTRY ACCEPTABLE AS NEUTRAL 
GROUND TO BOTH THE REJECTIONISTS AND THE MODERATES AND AT THE 
SAME TIME ONE WILLING TO PLAY HOST. BAHRAIN RECENTLY TURNED 
DOWN A CBO REQUEST TO HOST THE CONEERENCE AND SANA DECLINED A 
SIMILAR APPROACH BY THE SAUDIS. 

2. KHOJA SAID THAT THE ARAB EOREIGN MINISTERS WHO RECENTLY MET 
IN CAIRO HAD DESIGNATED THE SUDAN TO ACT AS MEDIATOR BETWEEN 
SIDES AND TO ATTEMPT TO EIND AN ACCEPTABLE SITE EOR THE 
CONEERENCE. THIS MISSION WAS ONE OE THE MAIN PURPOSES OF 
PRESIDENT NUMEIRI'S CURRENT TRIP TO ARAB CAPITALS. KHOJA SAW 
NUMEIRTS TRIP AS THE LAST CHANCE TO SAVE THE 
CONEERENCE. IE NUMEIRI INITIATIVE SHOULD FAIL SAUDI ARABIA 
WOULD THEN MOVE ON THE COCA COLA APPLICATION FOR 
DEBLACKLISTING. COMMENT: SAUDI ARABIA HAS 
PREVIOUSLY WARNED THE CBO THAT FAILURE TO WORK OUT 
DIFFERENCES IN AN OPEN FORUM THREATENED THE SOLIDARITY 
OF THE BOYCOTT LEAGUE. HOWEVER, KHOJA GAVE NO INDICATION 
THAT HE WOULD COMMUNICATE THE NEW SAUDI INTENTION TO OTHER 
LEAGUE MEMBERS. 

GNEHM 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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